Best of the Press
IPA Editorial Contest 2010

Class 1 General Excellence

Division A

First Place: ~ Forest Park Review  Nick Moroni Clear, captivating photos of all subjects. Nice
overall look of pages. Nice use of headlines and sub-headlines. Great writing on opinion page. Unique feature
stories. Overall, very enjoyable!

Second Place: Woodford County Journal  Staff Great variety of coverage of news,
features and sports. Also really liked offering of community activity news. Pictures made me smile. Nice use of
graphics.

Third Place: The Woodstock Independent Staff Clear reproduction. Variety of photos is
nice. Well-done layout. Love the pull-quote design.

Honorable Mention: Morton Times-News Chelsea Peck Like the new layout; it looks

cleaner and more nicely produced. Nice coverage variety and use of graphics.

Division B

First Place: ~ Ledger-Sentinel Staft Sometimes great things come in plain packages.
Though not as visually stunning as others in this group, the Ledger-Sentinel’s local content just keeps going and
going. Election sections and sports sections coverage put it over the top.

Second Place: Wednesday Journal  Staff The Wednesday Journal separated itself
from similar papers in this group by focusing in on the local aspect and community coverage. A vibrant view-
points section was a clincher.

Third Place:  Evanston Review Gary Taylor Good local content, sports section stands
out, advertising and opinion pages also soar.

Honorable Mention: O’Fallon Progress Snappy layout and good local cover-

age, good things can also be small.

Division C

First Place: ~ Downers Grove Reporter Staff This paper stands out in all areas from front
to back. Great coverage, great photos, great design, great job! Staff is obviously committed to producing a quali-
ty product.

Second Place: Suburban Journals  Staff Strong paper with great writing and photos.
Impressive coverage of a wide range of issues in the community.

Third Place: The New Lenox Patriot Laura Michaels Nicely done! Great, read-

er-friendly design with broad range of coverage.



Division D

First Place: ~ Daily Chronicle Staff Easily the best in class. Crisp, clean presentational
writing. Solid design work, comprehensive coverage - including some sports enterprise. A great value for the
readers.

Second Place: Pekin Daily Times  Staff Solid job of presenting local news. Scope of

coverage is a strength.
Third Place:  The Journal-Standard Eric Petermann General design and liberal use of

color photos make it stand out.

Honorable Mention: The Courier-News  Paul Harth
Division E
First Place:  The Times  Staff Tornado coverage offered big impact and many voices.

Many pages of photos helped tell the story. Timeline/map graphic is excellent. Culver’s story is clever and de-
serves 1A. Good use of contributed photos.

Second Place: Herald & Review Staft The Eldorado provided a blast from the past.
The black and white centerpiece was risky, but it works. Inside Sports layout is well done. Gardening and farm-
ing photos and layouts were good - lots of choices. Lifestyle and Sports pages both offered lots of options.

Third Place: Northwest Herald  Staff The Illinois pension package is a huge undertaking
with solid reporting, fact finding and writing. The Chicago vs. Philadelphia graphic is a great design. The Santa
page is fun. Sports is very solid, especially with the local Stanley Cup special section.

Honorable Mention: The Daily Journal  Staff Terrific writing examples, including
drive-thru prayer, crisis center in crisis, new NFL player, farmer rescue and principal out. The “big pitcher” is

fun. Three photos of librarian is a great way to help tell the story.

Division F

First Place: ~ Chicago Tribune Jane Hirt Production quality, photos, news: everything
is incredible. Great range of coverage with mix of hard news and community interest. What this staff was able to
produce in just one day from the firefighters’ tragedy is something all journalists can learn from.

Second Place: Chicago Sun-Times Staff A great production team. I loved the head-
lines and design. Every page was able to offer something useful and informative. Very well done!

Third Place: Journal Star  John Plevka A really good grasp on the concept of local cover-
age. Nice artwork and layout.

Honorable Mention: Rockford Register Star Staff The front-page summary de-

sign is a useful concept. Bursting with great community info.

Class 2 Community Service



Division A

First Place: =~ Woodford County Journal ~ Cheryl Wolfe Benefit raises over $100,000 $100,000!
Wow! You have proven the influence that community newspapers still carry in their communities.

Second Place: The Zephyr  Mike Kroll & Norm Winick Courthouse choices/Courthouse al-
ternatives It’s always easy to criticize but presenting solutions is more of a challenge. Good job!

Third Place: The Tuscola Journal Colleen Lehmann  Tuscola Can-Do You took on a big job

that looks like it may never end. Good work generating enthusiasm.

Division B

First Place: ~ Macoupin County Enquirer-Democrat Staff  Shop local firstA tried and true
campaign that should interest all newspapers. Good job putting it all together.

Second Place: Lake County Journal Stephanie N. Lehman School embraces students with food
allergies Good job of not only shedding some light on a problem, but giving credit to private citizens go-
ing the extra mile.

Third Place: The Hinsdalean Pamela Lannom, Ken Knutson & Jim Slonoff Making a dif-

ference Well written stories.

Division C

First Place: ~ Downers Grove Reporter ~ Staff Portrait of the Gulf = This publication shows up a
lot in this category, and it deserves the recognition. This was incredibly well done from the writing and photos
down to the layout. It brought the oil spill home to the readers in a great way.

Second Place: Downers Grove Reporter Staff Information made easier Freedom of
Information laws were made for everyone - not only journalists. This was a brilliant project that helped the pub-
lic to understand that.

Third Place: Downers Grove Reporter ~ Staff Election 2010 Election coverage is a headache for
journalists. This organized everything beautifully and made it a simple resource for readers.

Honorable Mention: Austin Weekly News Staff Census 2010: resources and representation

Great idea and outreach effort. Explained the impact of low population count on funding very well.

Division D

First Place:  DuQuoin Evening Call Rotary Club of Du Quoin Du Quoin’s Greatest Genera-
tion The paper partnered with the rotary club and schools and other community members to document the
stories of area World War II veterans. The resulting bound book is a great document for the community.

Second Place: Morris Daily Herald Heidi Terry-Litchfield Breast cancer awareness month

The awareness package not only promoted breast cancer information but also contained tons of personal

stories from survivors and others touched by the disease, presented in compelling front-page centerpiece stories.



Third Place: DuQuoin Evening Call Staff 2010 Pet idol calendar The pictures of the puppies
are fun, but better still is the fact that the project, in which readers voted for their favorite pets, raised more than
$5,000 for the local humane society.

Honorable Mention: The Daily Ledger Larry Eskridge The Big Read The paper’s participa-
tion in the local Big Read reading promotion included a deep look at Edgar Allan Poe, with critical essays pub-
lished on page 1A. Good way to involve community in reading.

Division E

First Place: ~ Northwest Herald  Staff Broken benefits Amazing body of work. Well re-
searched and well written. This was a VERY competitive category. This series of stories shined a light on a very
vexing problem with a lot of evidence.

Second Place: Northwest Herald ~ Kevin P. Craver & Dan McCaleb McCullom Lake water
testing Like the movie “Michael Clayton” this series of articles shed the light on two companies who may be
polluting the environment and may have caused a brain cancer cluster. Important reporting and writing.

Third Place: Northwest Herald ~ Kevin P. Craver No more excuses This paper does a lot
of important reporting and its initiative to inspire regular people to file FOIA requests is a worthy project. The
paper holds government’s feet to the fire to honor FOIA requests.

Honorable Mention: The Southern Illinoisan Staff  On the edge of disaster - Levee sys-
tem unacceptable An important look at an aging levee system. High school students responded to the story

and got the attention of lawmakers. It seems the story made a difference.

Division F

First Place:  Belleville News-Democrat =~ George Pawlaczyk & Maria Baran =~ ESTL School District
189  Well thought-out, detailed, neatly-packaged report that made a complete issue understandable to the
reader. Really great job and tremendous community service.

Second Place: The State Journal-Register =~ Doug Finke  State leases package Thorough re-
ports on an issue important to taxpayers. Great job of following the issue through.

Third Place: Journal Star  John Sharp  City of Peoria’s budget crises Articles were well-written
and easy to understand. Strong leads draw the reader in and all the charts and graphs add to the overall strength
of a strong example of community service.

Honorable Mention: SouthtownStarStaff ~ Charter School Fine, detailed reporting on an

important issue in the community.
Class 3 Local Editorial
Division A

First Place: ~ Village Voices Dan Stevens We vote ‘no’ on safety tax ~ Strong, clear, reasoned look

at a local issue and how it developed. Very nice job.



Second Place: The Zephyr ~Mike Kroll ~ The austerity myth ~ This is a strong example of
thinking through the proper role of government financing. Lots of pertinent background.

Third Place: Woodford County Journal =~ Cheryl Wolfe Ideas about consolidation should be ex-
plored You took on a hot topic thoughtfully and respectfully.

Honorable Mention: Village Voices Dan Stevens = Schools struggle as state defaults A sad

demonstration of how state mismanagement trickles down to bite locals. This is a necessary story to tell.

Division B

First Place:  Brookfield/Riverside Suburban Life Jerry Moore At least, Todd Stroger will be gone
soon Jerry Moore pulls no punches and lays it on the line. And he does it locally. While other editorials lay
into state government or take aim at “feel good” issues, Moore ladles the pain on local officials who act like little
tin gods. And he does it with style.

Second Place: Lemont Reporter/MetJerry Moore Dist. 113 A board members,etal ~ Once
again, Jerry Moore names names and points fingers at school board members who seem more interested in
grinding axes than balancing budgets. Demanding this kind of accountability does not win popularity contests,
but it’s what community weeklies need to do.

Third Place: The Hinsdalean Ken Knutson Freedom, not fear, should rule It’s up to local
newspapers like the Hinsdalean to kick down the barriers to open government at the local level, and Ken Knut-
son does not disappoint.

Honorable Mention: Riverside-Brookfield Landmark Bob Uphues Top school failing?
Now that’s nuts, et al An informative editorial on why well intentioned educational policies set at the federal

level can have unintended consequences at the local level.

Division C

First Place: ~ Downers Grove Reporter Staff  D-58 slaps taxpayers in the face Multiple en-
tries focused on local school battle including issues resolved around lawsuits, democracy, spending and bor-
rowing. Strong opinion “this is a government body that loves to spend other people’s money.” Well written and
includes perfect combination of explanation of issue and opinion.

Second Place: Downers Grove Reporter ~ Staff  Shame on D-99 Good editorial. Strong
criticism of local government entities is always good especially when justified - as it was in this case. Like the
first sentence - “What took so long?” Captured essence right away.

Third Place:  The Frankfort Station Jamie Lynn Ferguson Blessed be the young; now where are the
old?  Good column-mixing ideas into one well thought out conclusion and opinion. “I don’t think I'd even

choose the same color paint as my neighbor, let alone the same ideology.” - Liked that statement.

Division D

First Place: ~ Pekin Daily Times  Editorial board Council must pass code of conduct Co-



gent, pointed, sensible.
Second Place: The Courier Dan Tackett Pay increases? Please, not now You've taken a

strong stand on a local issue.

Third Place:  Breeze-Courier Marylee Rasar Choosing the right club You address
an important local issue. You have a nicely whimsical writing style.

Honorable Mention: Daily News  Greg Bilbrey ‘Red flags’ seen in Open Meetings Act re-
sponses Nice job calling out the spin from a local official.

Division E

First Place: ~ Sauk Valley Media  Jim Dunn & Larry Lough ~ Fair map amendment Incredibly
creative visual hook uses the odd shape of local congressional district, which resembles a vulture, to make reso-
nant points about gerrymandering and a proposed solution. Series keeps using the vulture as installments go
deep on absurdities and real problems gerrymandering creates.

Second Place: Northwest Herald Dan McCaleb Map tells better cancer story, etal ~ Stands
for common sense and citizens when authorities have failed them in this case when a cluster of brain cancer
cases have shown up around the same lake. The evidence is presented clearly and the conclusion that AT LEAST
more study is needed is inescapable.

Third Place:  Sauk Valley Media  Jim Dunn Cameras in the courtroom  Editorials challenge,
goad and push the state Supreme Court’s chief justice to open up his courtroom to the public.

Honorable Mention: Journal-Courier David C.L. Bauer Right to know too important
to be hampered Challenges law enforcement to be open and transparent, not to hide behind phony ex-

cuses for not releasing information.

Division F

First Place: ~ The State Journal-Register =~ Matthew Dietrich ~ Boone must resign ... This series
calls for action in the case of a truly disturbing incompetent county coroner, convincingly detailing a pattern of
abuse and inexplicable findings and calling for her to resign. Heart-wrenching, painstakingly researched and
very persuasive. Masterful.

Second Place: Chicago Sun-Times Staff ‘Maxed out’ -- series These editorials tell the truth
about the state budget that no politician will and accept the reality of the choices that need to be made. They also
translate it into understandable, accessible language.

Third Place:  Journal Star Mike Bailey =~ Guns, crime and courts in central Illinois ~ Editorials ad-
dress a key issue for Peoria and crime. They are willing to challenge a judge who is seemingly too lenient AND
law enforcement guilty of brutality. No easy answer, but these are frank and clear-eyed pieces.

Honorable Mention: Rockford Register Star Staff Winnebago County Sheriff In af-

termath of a scandal, a deeply engaged look at a sheriff’s race that includes lots of specifics and lots of follow-up.



Class 4 Editorial Page

Division A

First Place: =~ Woodford County Journal  Staff Good-looking editorial page with local edi-
torials about real (local) issues. Good job!

Second Place: Mahomet Citizen Well-organized page with plenty of room for
letters to the editor.

Third Place: The Woodstock Independent Opinions Opinions on a two-page spread, with
plenty of room for reader opinions, as well.

Honorable Mention: South County News Dave Ambrose Big, airy pages.

Division B

First Place: ~ Wednesday Journal Marty Stempniak Viewpoints  Seven-pages of editorial
commentary and letters!! OK, it’s a tab and a few pages have ads, still that’s a lot. And these aren’t “bunnies and
puppies” editorials either. Wow!

Second Place: Oak Leaves  Jennifer Clark Not as many pages as the Journal, but still
plenty of local opinion, letters and some pithy comments from Paul Sassone.

Third Place:  Evanston Review Gary Taylor Clean layout, comments by Sassone (July 15)
and Blaser (May 20) and even a COLOR editorial cartoon (July 15).

Honorable Mention: The Galena Gazette P. Carter Newton Lots of letters room,

with a guest’s column and editor’s notes.

Division C

First Place: ~ Downers Grove Reporter ~ Staff Love how this editorial page is focused on
reader input. There’s a strong editorial that requests reader response and other avenues for participation as well.
Jerry Moore’s column is a fun, interesting read.

Second Place: Valley Free Press Debbie Behrends Nice layout and variety on
the editorial page. Good job of addressing issues at the local and state level and allowing readers a voice.

Third Place:  Suburban Journals ~ Beth O’Malley Collinsville Herald editorial page ~ Great page

with variety. I like the cartoon and the online poll.

Division D

First Place: ~ The Journal-Standard Staff Nice clear layout and variety of viewpoints. I like the
color cartoons.

Second Place: The Courier Dan Tackett Great pages with various viewpoints from
columnists and readers. Nice to incorporate “public comment” as well.

Third Place: Morris Daily Herald = Staff Nice layout and variety.



Division E

First Place:  The Daily Journal  Staff Layout of your pages stood out among all other en-
tries because of clear headers. Nice and easy read. Like use of pictures on the page. Nice community topics; I can
see your readers picking up the paper just for the Opinion page.

Second Place: The Times  Staff Clearly stated mission. Great columnist pho-
tos/headshots. Can certainly understand that you encourage and appreciate reader interaction.

Third Place:  The Southern Illinoisan Gary Metro Can clearly see your view. Nice de-
sign. Vigorous topics.

Honorable Mention: Sauk Valley Media  Jim Dunn Good variety of topics. Clean,

yet common, design.

Division F

First Place: ~ Rockford Register Star Wally Haas  State’s fiscal fix The visual appeal and
local focus of these pages stand out. A nice mix of local voices, including a cartoonist, weigh in on issues vital to
their readers. The page does well to republish blog posts, a nod to readers who prefer print.

Second Place: SouthtownStarStaff Through photos, visuals and graphics, they make
this page approachable and easy to read. They include a nice mix of voices on local issues and do well to include
reader comments in a punchy, concise form. Kristen McQueary’s column mix wit, opinion and reporting very
effectively.

Third Place:  Chicago Sun-Times Staff These pages stand out for the diversity of voices
they include, representing minority groups vital to the communities the paper serves. The editorials are refresh-
ingly human, reminding readers of the people affected by policies and events. The cartoon about Iraq and Chi-

cago was hyperbolic but effective given the shooting death of the Iraq war vet.

Class 5 News Reporting - Single Story

Division A

First Place: ~ Sparta News-Plaindealer Jamie Forsythe Has the World Shooting Complex
missed the mark? Local, good use of quotes, well-sourced. Good enterprise.

Second Place: South County News Dave AmbroseFormer judge Interesting “story behind the

story.” Use of quotes enlightens reader about judge’s motivations.

Third Place: Coal City Courant  Ann Gill Amaya’s actions are out of character Different side
of what I would guess was a well-known story. Quotes are nice.

Honorable Mention: El Paso Journal Jennie Kearney Hidden children of the Hol-

ocaust Very interesting story.

Division B

First Place:  Oak Leaves  Jennifer Clark Proviso-Leyden ties Exhaustively documents ties among



local officials, law firms, contractors and others who stand to gain from government business. An impressively
thorough look at a web of local corruption.

Second Place: Paxton Record Will Brumleve Searching for truth  Affecting, heartfelt story of a
family’s long search for a missing woman and their decision to turn to a TV psychic for help, perhaps in desper-
ation.

Third Place:  Riverside-Brookfield Landmark Bob Uphues What goes on behind closed doors?

It sure seems like a brothel, though police haven’t been able to prove it. The building is a source of
neighborhood controversy, though, and this piece does a good job of tallying evidence that unseemly things are
happening here.

Honorable Mention: Evanston Review Bob Seidenberg Owner could lose condo

Good telling of a very involved legal battle that touches our religious and cultural differences and their

intersection with the law.

Division C

First Place: ~ Downers Grove Reporter ~ Brian Hudson & Janice Hoppe Eric Gilford: Caught

Excellent fact gathering and flow of story. Timely and detailed. Well written and great use of sidebar re-
ally brings it all together for reader. Very good all around packaging.

Second Place: Downers Grove Reporter ~ Staff Blago verdict Good lede and comments
from politicians. Story flows nicely. Very much like the package with comments from residents and local offi-
cials. You brought a state and national story and made it of local interest.

Third Place: Illinois Times Patrick Yeagle Traveling gold buyers play lowball =~ Very good reporting.
Like the fact that the newspaper went in and did own investigation. Also interesting that another newspaper was
involved and did nothing apparently - you should be commended for efforts to tell this story.

Honorable Mention: Austin Weekly News Terry Dean  Funeral scammer loose in Austin?

Quality reporting on issue of local interest. Multiple sources and checking on voracity of the sources

makes the story. Overall - good.

Division D

First Place: = The Courier-News  Katie Anderson MySpace photos prompt family’s pursuit of
justice Well-sourced and well-told story follows woman’s search for answers. The lede draws the reader in. You
want to know how it turns out.

Second Place: Pekin Daily Times ~ Sharon Woods Harris Local man recounts ice rescue

Excellent story-telling. The interviews with the key rescuers were key to this story coming together.

Third Place:  Pekin Daily Times = Sharon Woods Harris FBI investigating prison death Good
use of letters and detail to tell the story.

Honorable Mention: Daily Chronicle Caitlin Mullen Fire destroys home in DeKalbNice

story-telling of what could have been a routine story. Good use of quotes.



Division E

First Place: ~ Northwest Herald = Diana Sroka The new aristocracy Thorough reporting job on a
topic of high interest to the public. Sroka did an exemplary job of laying out the issue and fleshing out her find-
ing with the numerous examples. Breakout information and graphic made this entry a clear winner.

Second Place: Sauk Valley Media ~ Sam Smith ~ Company’s toxic legacy

Third Place: Quincy Herald-Whig Staff ~Whirlwind tour: President Obama visits Quincy ~ Good
solid effort covering the President’s visit. This staff left no stone unturned.

Honorable Mention: The Beacon-News  Matt Hanley Portrait of akiller =~ Hanley does

an excellent job in re-telling a tragic tale and providing a unique insight into the killer’s mind.

Division F

First Place: ~ Chicago Sun-Times Natasha Korecki, Dave McKinney, Rummana Hussain & Sarah
Ostman Blagojevich jurors: No smoking gun Stunningly comprehensive team coverage of a seismic news
event. The stories were neatly broken up into small, digestible pieces, making an overwhelming amount of in-
formation easy to navigate through. A nice mix of what happened, what it means and what’s next - news, analy-
sis and commentary.

Second Place: Chicago Tribune Michael Hawthorne Ticket to toxicair ~ An insightful
piece of reporting that employs innovative methods to expose what’s dangerous about the most basic element of
life: the air we breathe. The graphics

Third Place:  Chicago Sun-Times Staff ‘T've given it my all’; Mayor calling it quits A vivid, rapid
response to news that seemingly came out of nowhere. The coverage early in the package shows us Daley before
the cameras and behind the scenes, then succinctly assesses his legacy. Then it moves to the vital question:
what’s next?

Honorable Mention: Chicago Tribune Staftf  Firefighter deaths This story provides an

intimate portrait of the scene, the men who lost their lives and the families they left behind.

Class 6 News Reporting - Series

Division A

First Place:  Pinckneyville Press  Tautchia Coleman & Jeff Egbert Sidnee Stephens murder case

Never an easy story to cover, especially in small communities, where everyone knows everyone, the re-
porters have been persistent and scrupulous in their coverage of what must be a difficult and troubling story of a
teenaged girl murdered by other teens.

Second Place: Clinton County News Pamela Rensing The Brian Norbeck story An
unblinking look at the case of a child molester who had gained and then violated the trust of a community, done
with sensitivity towards the victims.

Third Place:  Oregon Republican Reporter Vinde Wells, Earleen Hinton & Chris Johnson The



Leaf River spills its banks It’s hard NOT to miss a story like this but the three reporters put their backs into
it and covered the Leaf River flood as well as it could be done. Good vignettes from flood victims who could on-
ly watch helplessly as the water slowly rose.

Honorable Mention: The Zephyr  Jon Gallagher Saturday, June 5, 2010 -- Elmwood, I1L

Good first person account of tornado and aftermath.

Division B

First Place:  Evanston Review Ruthie Hauge Machacek, John Huston & Lenore Krasner ~ As-
signment: Haiti You took a unique opportunity and knocked it out of the park with this series. Great job.

Second Place: Paxton RecordWill Brumleve Lawsuit leads to arrest, firing of officer Excel-

lent research and very well written. Made sure to keep readers informed on latest developments. I like the added
sidebars.

Third Place: Rantoul Press Andrew Richards Koroscik investigation Stayed on top of the
issue. Great attention to detail.

Honorable Mention: Riverside-Brookfield Landmark Bob Uphues Marilyn Fay homicide

Powerful story, great background.

Division C

First Place: ~ Downers Grove Reporter ~ Staff The hunt for Eric Gilford  Big story, big report-
ing! Great work!

Second Place: Downers Grove Reporter Staff  Portrait of the Gulf  Nice mix of stories on
the Gulf Oil crisis. Nice job!

Third Place: Jersey County Journal Jill Thurston Updike’s propane explosion Nice job on staying
with a breaking news story.

Honorable Mention: Jersey County Journal Jong Cambron & Jill Thurston Local girl fa-

tally injured in boating accident Saturday ~ Nice job covering the various aspects of this story.

Division D

First Place: ~ Morris Daily Herald Staff Multiple twisters, deep devastation When multiple tor-
nadoes hit multiple towns in one day, it’s a big story and the staff at the Morris Daily Herald did a good job of
covering it. Jo Ann Hustis’ lead story gripped me from the first paragraph as residents described watching the
twisters hop and skip through town.

Second Place: Daily Chronicle Dana Herra, Kate Schott & Staff Keller investigation

When a young woman goes missing from a university, it can be wrenching. When a young life is sense-
lessly snuffed out, it’s almost unbearable. The Chronicle staff did an admirable job of following the story and not
accepting the initial police assurances of “no signs of foul play.”

Third Place:  Pekin Daily Times  Ken Harris, Sharon Woods Harris & Tara MattimoeMan faces at-



tempted murder charge This story played out in many communities where apparent “pillars” of the com-
munity were caught cheating others. But add in attempted murder and an escape and the story just gets better.

Kudos to the Daily Times staff for putting the story together.

Honorable Mention: Pekin Daily Times  Sharon Woods Harris & Ed McMenamin
McGlothlin to be retried A good job following the details of this unusual murder case retrial.
Division E

First Place: ~ Northwest Herald  Staff Broken benefits This four-day series delves deep into

an issue impacting taxpayers across the country. Reporter/staff did an enormous amount of heavy lifting in pre-
senting a comprehensive look at a system in dire need of reform. Excellent body of work from start to finish.

Second Place: Northwest Herald ~ Kevin P. Craver McCullom Lake brain cancer cluster

This series has it all - strong human element, graphics and break-outs that help readers grasp the issues
and key players involved in this tragic tale. Craver delivers - cutting through the corporate sound bites to get to
the real story. Excellent work.

Third Place: The Daily Journal ~ Staff Educationin crisis =~ Unfortunately, this is a common tale
with budget deficits - but this staff does an outstanding job delving into the long-range impact on teachers, stu-
dents and the community. Nicely done.

Honorable Mention: Sauk Valley Media ~ Sam Smith  State reviewing local records secrecy

Excellent work by reporter Sam Smith for his watchdog reporting. Smith’s legwork and persistence paid
off.

Division F

First Place: ~ Chicago Tribune Megan Twohey Dangerous doctors ~ Twohey’s series is
breathtaking in its subject matter, obvious incredibly thorough research and its execution. On more than one
occasion I found myself with mouth agape - both because of the subject and the writing.

Second Place: Belleville News-Democrat ~ George Pawlaczyk & Beth Hundsdorfer

Workmen’s Comp At times mind-blowingly frustrating to read due to the sheer absurdity of the
content, this series was a delight. The pacing and style are pitch-perfect as readers feel the snowball growing,
gaining steam. Old fashioned footwork and pluck make this a winner.

Third Place: ~ SouthtownStarJohn Ryan, Steve Metsch & Lauren FitzPatrick Firefighter Brian
Carey This is the type of story and coverage that defines a community. Handled with care, attention to detail
and a sense of responsibility to their readers this team scores big. A joy to read and action unfold. Expertly told.

Honorable Mention: Chicago Tribune Joe Mabhr, Jason Grotto, Joseph Ryan & Steve
Schmadeke  Pension gamesThis earns my “glad to read, not write award.” A real feat of reporting and re-

search and well-crafted for a building sense of outrage.

Class 7 Government Beat Reporting



Division A

First Place: ~ Mahomet Citizen Crystal Ligon New policy comes with $200 price to resident.
Nice mix of government stories. Good work!

Second Place: Randolph County Herald-Tribune Dave Morris Two local school districts see
new law differently ~ Solid reporting on the schools beat! Nice job of explaining impact.

Third Place: Woodford County Journal ~ Cheryl Wolfe State owes the county about $2 million

Clear reporting, good work!

Honorable Mention: The County Star Christine Walsh Coyote-trapping program to
attack wildlife nuisance Good job of reporting on high-interest stories.
Division B

First Place:  The Leader-Union  Rich Bauer = Motown’s check returned ~ Tightly written and
obvious extra effort to get the story behind the story. IF your work alerts even one government official to the
danger of snake oil salesmen selling a bill of goods, then you have done noble service.

Second Place: Wednesday Journal Marty Stempniak Top court kills OP gun ban ~ Terrif-
ic lead sentence! Good job giving history and exploring options available to Oak Park.

Third Place:  Riverside-Brookfield Landmark Bob Skolnik  Riverside-Brookfield High School
beat  Good job explaining the reasoning behind new hires.

Honorable Mention: Ledger-Sentinel John Etheredge Home foreclosure fallout in

Montgomery Good explanation of another downside of foreclosures that receives little media attention.

Division C

First Place:  Illinois Times Patrick Yeagle Standing room only, etal =~ Historical research gives im-
portant context. Lede results in immediate reader engagement and language remains clear, lively throughout the
piece. Good attention to all facets of the subject and good treatment of a subject too often taken over by hysteria.

Second Place: Downers Grove Reporter ~ David Heitz  Village of Westmont Good ledes
and conversational language makes governmental workings accessible to the average reader.

Third Place: Downers Grove Reporter ~ Janice Hoppe Village of Downers Grove  Articles ex-
trapolate, making connections between government policy and the everyday resident’s life. Clear writing.

Honorable Mention: Jersey County Journal Jong Cambron]Jersey school district’s realignment

plan A thorough examination of a complex issue.

Division D

First Place:  Daily Chronicle Carrie Frillman DeKalb County government Good writing,
reporting on the county beat!

Second Place: Pekin Daily Times =~ Ed McMenamin Despite closings, city revenue level

Solid government coverage!



Third Place: Pekin Daily Times  Sharon
Honorable Mention: The Daily Ledger Linda Woods Getting the facts ... et al Nice

selection of informative stories.

Division E

First Place: ~ The Daily Journal =~ Lee Provost Breaking ranks ... A fair-minded recounting of
a subject usually rife with emotion. Great use of quotes; they really give a sense of the turmoil. Code violations
article is exceptionally balanced.

Second Place: The Herald-News ~ Bob Okon  Caught in the middle, etal  Articles ex-
plore government workings with an attention to detail, reflecting thorough reporting. Readers” questions are
anticipated.

Third Place: Northwest Herald  Brett Rowland McHenry County College leadership struggles

Good portrayal of a murky situation. Emphasis on the lack of openness was especially appropriate.

Honorable Mention: Herald & Review Kenneth Lowe Govt beat reporting  Engaging

style; great sense of language.

Division F

First Place:  Belleville News-Democrat ~ Laura Girresch Beat reporting Great deep reporting
on topics important to the community. Strong work!

Second Place: Chicago Sun-Times Tim Novak  Local political - Tim Novak Solid city hall
watchdog reporting. Made great use of records and shoe-leather to uncover stories.

Third Place:  Belleville News-Democrat ~ Scott Wuerz Beat reporting Strong reporting that kept
officials accountable. Nicely done!

Honorable Mention: The News-Gazette  Christine des Garennes Landlord & tenant

Good use of records to uncover important public property issues. Well done!

Class 8 Business / Economic Reporting

Division A

First Place: ~ Sparta News-Plaindealer Jamie Forsythe Power plant helps fuel lively econo-
my  Nice details add interest to this report.

Second Place: Free Press Advocate Eric Fisher  Truck, train traffic to get worse Solid
reporting. Stats and figures help add depth.

Third Place: The Woodstock Independent Mike Neumann & Leland Humbertson Feeling the
pinch Nice nonprofit coverage.

Honorable Mention: The Herald - Mascoutah Keith Gillett Ideal conditions helping area

farmers Nice farm reporting!



Division B

First Place: ~ Rantoul Press Dave Hinton Would Illinois be a good fit for high-speed rail Nice
in-depth look at this issue.

Second Place: Wednesday Journal Marty Stempniak Renting to crack the condo conun-

drum Interesting trend story!

Third Place: Kendall County Record Lisa Welz Becoming your own boss Great idea,
nicely executed!

Honorable Mention: Bureau County Republican  Barb Kromphardt = ArcelorMittal em-
ployees look up for help Interesting, poignant story.

Division C

First Place:  Downers Grove Reporter ~ Jason Rossi  Cold, hard hockey  It’s not easy to show
where economics and sports intersect. Rossi does it well here.

Second Place: Austin Weekly News Finisha O’Quinn MacArthur’s -- Chicago’s soul food
destination  Gives good “local flavor” of popular hometown soul food restaurant.

Third Place: Downers Grove Reporter =~ Don Grigas  Saturdays might be stamped out A good
rundown on the cuts coming to the postal service nationwide, and what the local impacts will be.

Honorable Mention: Chicago Journal Micah Maidenberg  New owners at ghost town

A sobering look at one of the effects of the real estate downturn, downtown office buildings that are now

entirely vacant “ghost towns.”

Division D

First Place: ~ Pekin Daily Times =~ Ed McMenamin ‘Nobody will ever replace it Nice story
with great perspective of residents.

Second Place: Pekin Daily Times  Sharon Woods Harris Yields down in this year’s harvest

Good analysis on the impact weather has on harvests.

Third Place:  Daily Chronicle Dana Herra  Getting it sold: The art of the auction Unique look at
auctioneers. Really enjoyed this one.

Honorable Mention: Morris Daily Herald Christina Chapman & Michael Farrell Grun-
dy County Housing update Interesting piece.

Division E

First Place: ~ Northwest Herald  Diana Sroka Tallying time off: What’s fair ... Strong re-
porting on a topic of high public interest.

Second Place: The Herald-News  Cindy Wojdyla Cain Seeking justice Deep. Strong report-
ing on worker issues.

Third Place:  Sauk Valley Media  Joseph Bustos Prison a huge economic driver Nice job ex-



plaining the economic impact of a prison.
Honorable Mention: The Daily Journal =~ Lee Provost =~ One-sided market  Nice housing

report!

Division F

First Place: ~ Chicago Tribune Ellen Gabler Hidden hazards of crib bumpers This im-
portant watchdog reporting is helping to make sure the public is safe. Excellent work!

Second Place: Chicago Sun-Times Tim Novak, Art Golab & Mary Wisniewski Illegal cabs in
Chicago -- and the clout-heavy businessman Great business reporting that uncovered illegal activity that im-
pacts public safety. Great!

Third Place:  SouthtownStarMaura Possley Trauma debate Nice details help bring this report
alive. Report raises important questions.

Honorable Mention: The News-Gazette  Christine des Garennes Foreclosures Deep,

solid localization of the foreclosure crisis.

Class 9 Sports Story

Division A

First Place:  Village Voices Dan Stevens Triumph & Tragedy Sounded like an intense match.
Good description.

Second Place: Mahomet Citizen Stacey LaFeberTake a bow, Bulldogs Good focus on the
team’s strategy. Presentation is nice.

Third Place: Braidwood Journal  Jim Sheldon Comets pick up first win You found the key
play and described it nicely. Good work.

Honorable Mention: Village Voices Dan Stevens STATE-ment made! Good story.

Division B

First Place: ~ Paxton RecordCody Westerlund  Better late than never: Overstreet honored for 999

Relays a humorous tabulation snafu in a player’s career point total, then uses that anecdote to spring into
the greater context. This writer possesses a keen awareness of how to use quotes and detail.

Second Place: Wheaton Leader Scott Schmid Best ever? The narrative style draws the
reader into the story and hold him/her there beyond the jump, pondering the greater context of a state title.
Clever packaging of reaction quotes serves as excellent sidebar.

Third Place: Wednesday Journal Daniel Heim Learning the ropes  Probably better served in the
feature category, but makes a compelling connection between a local athlete who has since moved on and his
former high school coach.

Honorable Mention: Ledger-Sentinel Matt Daniels Bragging rights back with Panthers

Employs a knack for collecting good quotes, many of which, I imagine, could stir controversy in this



story about a soccer rivalry.

Division C

First Place: =~ Downers Grove Reporter Dave Owen Fastto 500  Nice profile piece on a suc-
cessful coach.

Second Place: Downers Grove Reporter ~ Dave Owen  Worth the wait Effective story
on a local football star.

Third Place: Downers Grove Reporter =~ Dave Owen  Blue angels =~ Well-written piece on girls’

track stars.

Honorable Mention: The Tinley Junction Joe Coughlin Heartbreaker
Division D
First Place:  Daily Chronicle John Sahly  Thirteen-year-old commits to NIU baseball With

an attention grabbing lead that highlights the somewhat amusing - if not absurd - nature of the subject, the story
immediately grabs hold. The writer does a good job of tying in the broader context with the local angle.

Second Place: The Journal-Standard Joey Baskerville Orangeville moving on The
writer does a good job focusing this story around the most compelling element - that an umpire left the middle
of the game in frustration - and building the rest of the exciting action around the game’s controversies. Great
use of quotes, though I'm curious what the other umpire would have said.

Third Place: Morris Daily Herald T.G. Smith A historic first Chronicles a dramatic state wrestling
championship with multiple storylines woven throughout. Companion pieces and coverage heighten the ac-
complishment’s importance in the paper.

Honorable Mention: Daily Chronicle Jeremy Werner Candid about health scare

Presents a detailed look behind the health scare of an area college coach. Good quotes.

Division E
First Place: ~ The Beacon-News  Jim Owczarski Morse enrolled at Sandwich An interesting piece

about the expulsion of an athlete.

Second Place: Sauk Valley Media ~ Dan WoessnerRock Falls hires Olson as coach An
unusual but interesting story about the hiring of a coach despite protests.

Third Place: Lake County News-Sun Bryan Bonato Great day Nice account of scoring gaffe
of pom/dance competition.

Honorable Mention: Lake County News-Sun Bryan Bonato Girls play like pros

Division F

First Place: ~ Chicago Tribune Paul Sullivan Heart, soul of Cub’s fans A thorough, insightful
look at Cubs legend Ron Santo.



Second Place: The Dispatch Steve Tappa Last call for softball ... A compelling account of a
rain-plagued girls’ national softball tournament.

Third Place:  The State Journal-Register ~ Jim Ruppert Local harness fans recall Steinbrenner ...

A very interesting account of George Steinbrenner’s role in central Illinois harness racing.

Honorable Mention: Belleville News-Democrat ~ David Wilhelm Cardinals marathon

game An interesting story that will age well.

Class 10 Sports Feature

Division A

First Place: ~ The Zephyr John Ring A base hit for the ages Awesome story-telling about an un-
der-the-radar historical moment involving a local man. One of those rare instances when chronological ap-
proach works beautifully. Excellent use of introduction and historical context to heighten story, and use of detail
(what players were saying and thinking in 1969). Also a unique but interesting subject. Long but engaging read.

Second Place: Village Voices Dan Stevens A family affair Clever use of quotes that set the sce-
ne, which is the crucial goal of a story profiling a contest between family members. A unique conversational
narrative style, and photos perfectly served story’s subject matter. I really felt the writer knew the subject closely.

Third Place:  Village Voices Dan Stevens A night of firsts A good lead that didn’t go where I
expected, and a great approach to telling the story of a team’s inaugural football game. I was a little distracted by
some grammar/style issues, but the overall story leaves you rooting for the subject.

Honorable Mention: Free Press Advocate Eric Fisher  It’s walleye round-up time  Brief

but engaging outdoors piece with a well-painted first four paragraphs that produce a chuckle. Unique topic.

Division B

First Place: = Paxton RecordCody Westerlund  Boys of fall ~ This 4-part series is an incredibly
lengthy look back at a team that fell short of a state title but it remains engaging. The breadth of detail is
astounding and the drama of the story is shaped beautifully, using attention-grabbing transitions introducing
the subjects with depth you’d find for characters in a novel. What an awesome history lesson this must be for the
community.

Second Place: Ledger-Sentinel Kristin Sharp Golden Girl This story goes beyond the
box of mainstream sports and finds a unique athlete, with an organization that serves the story well. A good use
of photos and several voices in the story show all sides.

Third Place:  Glenview Announcements Matt Harness Head games Using local anecdotes, talks
about the topical issue of sports concussions with some illustrative quotes and a strong accompanying graphic.

Honorable Mention: The Journal-News  Kyle Herschelman  The write stuffEndearing

story about a man with a passion for collecting sports autographs. Good storytelling.

Division C



First Place: ~ Downers Grove Reporter Jason Rossi & David Good ~ Flop, drop and roll  From a
paper that produced a series of gorgeous, multi-faceted feature packages for this category, this one stood out the
most. Tackling a topic that might be touchy in prep sports, this covers every perspective. Outstanding supple-
mental materials - I especially enjoyed “Famous Fakers” - including a Q & A with a veteran official.

Second Place: Downers Grove Reporter ~ Staff  Recruiting 2K10 From great page 1
layout to unique subject in the main story to appropriate sidebars (glossary, Q & A with athlete, commentary),
this was engaging throughout and a topical undertaking that brought in many different voices.

Third Place: Illinois Times Patrick Yeagle Car guys go for the X Prize ~ Oftfbeat topic with a narrative
style that suits it, taking what could be a mundane, science-heavy story and scattering in accents of pop culture,
and history. Paragraphs were long but never dull, and the subject

Honorable Mention: The Frankfort Station Joe Coughlin Court of appeal Great layout

and nice story that weaves recent history with a valuable rivalry.

Division D

First Place: ~ Times-Republic Chuck Babinski Anderson a Bearcat for life  We all know
the statisticians and dedicated sports fans in our communities, but this story is phenomenally unique. You took
an otherwise routine topic and put a crafty spin on it. Well written “story.” Thanks for introducing “Jonny Mo!”

Second Place: Daily Chronicle Caitlin Mullen Honoring a legend ~ This could have been
simply written after the statue dedication, but I appreciate it so much more since you wrote the piece as a pre-
view. LOVE your lead! I can just picture him writing his acceptance speech. Emotional and personal; nice. Close
second-place.

Third Place:  Morris Daily Herald Mark Johnson Persevering to perfection What an amazing
story! Good writing.

Honorable Mention: The Journal-Standard Jeremy AndersWarehouse warm-up You've done a

great job of describing the facility.

Division E

First Place:  The Register-Mail ~ Zack Creglow & Aaron Frey Sports focus: Funding crisis & ath-
letics Very timely, well-researched series on an important topic. It assessed how the money crunch affects stu-
dents, coaches and programs, and missed nothing in the process. Great job.

Second Place: The Times  Staff Farewell to the NCIC Voluminous, detailed and full of
stats, this project must have consumed the staff and readers. A lot of good ideas (rivalries, all-time teams, etc.)
and solid work in tracking down voices from the area’s past. Really fine work.

Third Place: The Naperville Sun  Jim OwczarskiCrucial call ~ The reporter didn’t take shortcuts
here. Very well-written, full of stats/facts. Took the story far beyond what most papers would.

Honorable Mention: Sauk Valley Media ~ Larry Brennan Worth the weight Great topic,

well-written and soundly reported. This story covered important ground for prep athletes.



Division F

First Place: ~ Chicago Sun-Times Rick Telander The team A brilliant series on an issue that
hasn’t received the attention it deserves. A remarkable piece of work.

Second Place: The News-Gazette  Paul Klee Tee for two  Ilove the narrative. [ hope
Paul writes like this often. His witty, unique style makes for a great read.

Third Place:  Chicago Tribune Philip Hersh  Spinning back into control ~ Great writer, incredi-
ble story. I love the detail in his reporting.

Honorable Mention: Belleville News-Democrat ~ David Wilhelm & Norm Sanders ~ Whit-
ey’sbigday  Awesome piece, showed Whitey’s true character. I really enjoyed the entire package.

Class 11 Enterprise Reporting
Division A
First Place:  The Zephyr ~Mike Kroll ~ Rustbelt rejuvenation -- One neighborhood at a time
Good job. Lots of work invested.
Second Place: The Woodstock Independent Mike Neumann, Leland Humbertson, Katelyn
Stanek & Elizabeth Harmon Broke Good concept.
Third Place: The Tuscola Journal Colleen Lehmann  Salary expenditures of Douglas County Vet-

erans Assistance Commission Good job and interesting story.

Division B

First Place: ~ Oak Leaves  Bill Dwyer = HeroinStrong, deep reporting on an important topic. Nice
work!

Second Place: Evanston Review Karen Berkowitz Pensions Nicely detailed re-
ports on a topic of high interest to taxpayers. Nice stuff!

Third Place: Paxton RecordWill Brumleve Board’s pay raises concern ~ Nice watchdog piece with
good information for the community to have. Well done!

Honorable Mention: Berwyn Life Nick Vogel = Good idea, bad food Strong report on a

topic important to low-income members of the community and taxpayers. Good job!

Division C

First Place: ~ Downers Grove Reporter Brian Hudson & Janice Hoppe Is overtime overused?

This report took a lot of reporting to complete - gathering these records from all the communities is not
an easy task. It was worth it! Excellent job!

Second Place: Downers Grove Reporter ~ Brian Hudson Information made easier Nice
job explaining changes to the FOIA law and holding towns accountable.

Third Place: Illinois Times Rachel Wells Ponzi on the prairie ~Great writing and reporting makes



this story a great read. Nice work!
Honorable Mention: Chicago Journal Micah Maidenberg  Sculpture work stalls out

Good job flagging a local problem!

Division D
First Place:  Daily Chronicle Elena Grimm The give and take of TIF Well-researched re-

port on a subject important to the community. Clear writing helped bring topic alive. Nice work!

Second Place: Daily Chronicle Carrie Frillman How environmentally safe are land-
fills?  Deeply reported story on an important and controversial topic. Stories provided community with in-
formation imparting environment, health. Well done!

Third Place: Pekin Daily Times  Sharon Woods Harris Local suicide rate increasing Important
topic. Information in this report could help prevent more deaths. Good job.

Honorable Mention: Chicago Daily Law Bulletin  Pat Milhizer ~Adoption totals falling every
year in Cook County Good writing and reporting helped bring this story alive. Nice Job.

Division E

First Place: ~ The Beacon-News  Denise Crosby, Katie Anderson & Matt Hanley Age old ques-
tion  This news team did an exceptional job of uncovering and explaining the flaws in a system impacting
many elderly residents in the state. Nice use of first person examples to illustrate the human impact. This was a
tough category to judge, but the in-depth reporting sent this entry to the top.

Second Place: The Times  Stephanie Szuda & Steve Stout This shining life A riv-
eting read from start to finish. Great use of photos and timelines along with old news clippings to pull this his-
torical piece together. The leads quickly pulled readers in. Good job.

Third Place: Northwest Herald ~ Kevin P. Craver No more excuses Craver did an excel-
lent job of explaining to readers the importance of open government along with the hurdles faced by those re-
questing open records. This was an exceptional series that provided readers with valuable information. Great
job.

Honorable Mention: The Daily Journal ~ Staff Silent sirens The Daily Journal covered
much ground in covering a devastating event. From exploring the devastating impact of the storm on residents

to exploring the behind the scenes issues. Photo page and statistics served as a visual bonus.

Division F

First Place:  Chicago Sun-Times Frank Main Area 5 Homicide: Inside a Chicago murder This
reporter won great access to a homicide team and told a compelling story of their work and frustration.

Second Place: Chicago Tribune Sam Roe & Jared S. Hopkins Deadly neglectA rare combi-

nation of compelling writing and storytelling supported by extensive research and public record review. These



stories forced change and may save lives.

Third Place: Rockford Register Star Jett Kolkey, Chuck Sweeny, Sean F. Driscoll & Matt Trow-
bridge Learning curve A well-researched and documented package outlining the controversial tenure of
a new school leader, told through the voices of key stakeholders. The stories were balanced and comprehensive,
packaged well and supported with strong visuals.

Honorable Mention: Rockford Register Star Sean F. Driscoll & Corina Curry Mlinois
pensions These reporters took an enormously unwieldy and complex topic and explained it in terms read-

ers could easily understand. The stories were accompanied by easy-to-follow graphics and drove readers toward

solutions.
Class 12 Feature Writing
Division A

First Place:  Village Voices Dan Stevens Merry Christmas Publishing poetry is a huge risk, but
this shot works wonderfully well. Clever, funny and emphasizing an “Everyman approach” that I'm sure reso-
nated with your paper’s average reader.

Second Place: The Woodstock Independent Leland Humbertson Arch supporters A cute
and well written story which lets everybody into the inner circle of the type of group that exists in many com-
munities.

Third Place:  Farmer City Journal Steve HoffmanFarewell, Farmer City A poignant account of a be-
loved newspaper’s passing. Thanks for resisting the temptation to over-write or be self-indulgent.

Honorable Mention: Woodford County Journal =~ Cheryl Wolfe 1.5 million willed to St. Jude

A good “show, not tell” example. Effective for what you don’t spell out, as well as what you do, in de-

scribing the life and legacy of a loner.

Division B

First Place: ~ The Elburn Herald = Martha Quetsch ‘Miracle Meagan’ Gripping story. I
could not stop reading. Story flows well through the family’s troubles and successes. Well done!

Second Place: Washington Times-Reporter Sylvia Bahr ~ Overcoming obstacles Good lead;
enjoyed the surprise of it being about a “normal” man doing extraordinary things. Good message.

Third Place: Kendall County Record Tony Scott  Police chief back on the beat after heart sur-
gery  Great story. I thought the lead was good.

Honorable Mention: Riverside-Brookfield Landmark Bob Uphues Semper Fi Great

use of quotes. Nice flow.

Division C
First Place: =~ Downers Grove Reporter ~ Staff Make time for mom Excellent ledes and solid

writing rest of the way. Interesting stories about very different mothers - liked all the additional info - the poem



and the event listing - great idea for Mother’s Day edition.

Second Place: Suburban Journals ~ Chris Coates Now entering: Former exact center of coun-
try  Visual lede and good sidebar info and graphics - well written and solid fact gathering. It could be a bor-
ing topic, but I was interested from beginning to end.

Third Place: Downers Grove Reporter ~ Joe Sinopoli ~ Aero modelers reach new heights ~ Great
lede - really put me on the scene where the guys were flying. Quick feature but it had it all. Solid writing and in-
teresting topic - great page.

Honorable Mention: Downers Grove Reporter ~ Dave Owen Team dads  Good stories -

focus. Liked photos and layout along with content.

Division D

First Place: ~ The Courier-News  Katie Anderson Tale of treasures Terrific topic, tone
and storytelling. I wanted to read every word and was teary-eyed by the end. Nice sense of mystery, too.

Second Place: Daily Chronicle Elena Grimm No place like home  Any newspaper could
pursue this topic - the elderly’s desire to stay in their home as long as possible - but few would take the time to
seek such compelling examples of why this is so. Dynamic lede. Excellent and multiple sources.

Third Place: The Courier-News  Dave Gathman A day of prayer; a day of devastation A very
good job of pulling together the miracles and the depth of tragedy from tornado destruction on two Palm Sun-
days. Also glad to see the addition of historical/contemporary context.

Honorable Mention: Chicago Daily Law Bulletin =~ Pat Milhizer ~The journey of Lovely Carter

Good job of letting the story subject tell her own story, in her own way.

Division E

First Place: ~ Herald & Review Tony Reid  Picking up God’s faithThis is a well-written story
that stands out in a category full of great entries. Fantastic writing.

Second Place: Quincy Herald-Whig Rodney Hart 29 years & 3 miles ~ Great presentation,
solidly written. A truly fine job.

Third Place: Northwest Herald  Hilary Gowins Stories from the heart Great article that flows well
and presents the story in an inviting way.

Honorable Mention: Quincy Herald-Whig Mary Poletti ‘She was just one of them girls’

Great job of sharing with readers who this young woman was and the tragic loss her death was to the

community.

Division F
First Place: ~ Chicago Tribune John Keilman Modest millionaire’s legacy The subject matter is
fascinating and this reporter wrote it flawlessly. Good detail, nice kicker at the end.

Second Place: Chicago Sun-Times Mark Konkol The man who saved the Blackhawks Konkol



managed to make Blackhawks owner Rocky Wirtz come alive in a timely story after the team won the Stanley
Cup for the first time in 49 years. Creative, punchy lead and good ending quote.

Third Place:  Journal Star  Phil Luciano Surviving on love and prayersIntriguing subject matter
about a couple with two small children who each have a cancer diagnosis. Reminded me a little of “The Last
Lecture.” Seamless telling of the story - well organized.

Honorable Mention: Journal Star  Clare Howard Riding lessons Howard took a story that

could have been routine and made it very readable with good, spare use of quotes. She really “shared” instead of
“told.”

Class 13 Original Column

Division A

First Place: =~ The Woodstock Independent John Daab On the town Succinct, a little sassy and
containing clever turns of phrase. Personal and smooth storytelling that takes the emphasis off the author - re-
freshing!

Second Place: Woodford County Journal =~ Cheryl Wolfe From the Wolfe Den Nicely written
“slice of life” columns that pay attention to detail but don’t overload the reader with unnecessary minutiae.

Third Place:  Beecher City Journal PJ Ryan Pokin’ along with P.]. The writer’s candor and

honesty of emotions are much appreciated. Effectively shows the human side of life as we live it.

Division B

First Place: ~ The Galena Gazette P. Carter Newton Publisher’s notebook Head and shoulders
above all the other entries. You succeed at making the reader care about a stranger. I could not stop reading, es-
pecially the ALS column.

Second Place: Wednesday Journal Ken Trainor Ken Trainor Good insight shared with
readers in a non-preachy comfortable style.

Third Place: Wednesday Journal Dan Haley = Dan Haley = Good effort to reach out to readers
and reveal the human side behind the “media.”

Honorable Mention: Ledger-Sentinel Roger Matile Reflections  Appealing history

lessons.

Division C

First Place: ~ Austin Weekly News Arlene Jones Arlene Jones Jones has a nice, easy writing style
and provocative opinions. Her first column about having her children out of wedlock is personal yet
hard-hitting. Her second column about a murdered family takes up a subject and asks questions no one else is
asking.

Second Place: Austin Weekly News Terry Dean  Terry Dean  Dean tackles different sub-

jects and has nice use of language. His columns flow and are easy to read.



Third Place: Austin Weekly News China Hill ~ China Hill =~ Hill is a terrific advice columnist - a
teacher with helpful hints on parenting. She writes easily and with considerable authority.
Honorable Mention: Downers Grove Reporter Jerry Moore Jerry Moore Good selec-

tion of column topics. Good organization. Nice, concise length.

Division D

First Place: ~ Daily Chronicle Jason Schaumburg ~ Open meetings agreement disappoints

In a category with far, far, far too many personal columns about pets and childhood memories,
Schaumburg was the clear choice. He writes convincingly about important matters for the community. And he’s
happy to share the power of his strong convictions. Well done.

Second Place: The Journal-Standard Hilary Matheson Generation Why - Why do Christ-
mas letters persist? ~ Witty, relevant fun reads by someone unafraid to take chances in her writing. The
Christmas letter piece struck pretty close to home for a lot of readers, I suspect.

Third Place:  The Journal-Standard Stephen Trosley My view Nice, personal touch on an
all-too-rare publisher’s column. Not overwritten, but hit on the things that matter to readers.

Honorable Mention: The Journal-Standard Dave Manley My view Clever writing. The

Journal-Standard is lucky to have such gifted columnists.

Division E

First Place: ~ The Beacon-News  Denise CrosbyTragiclesson, etal =~ Readable, riveting and rife
with human interest in a very competitive category.

Second Place: The Naperville Sun  Bill Bird When it comes to DUI, we’re asleep at the
wheel Plain spoken yet literate. An asset to your paper.

Third Place: The Register-Mail =~ Tom Loewy Tom Loewy Ilove it when a column puts a spot-
light on the pertinent people who are in the background.

Honorable Mention: Lake County News-Sun Dan Moran  Dan Moran column  Solidly

written and engaging topics.

Division F

First Place: ~ Chicago Tribune Mary Schmich Mary Schmich Great story-telling, full of detail and
nuance. Schmich does this job the way it should be done - staying out of the way unless it’s necessary, but then
using first person on observations to make a larger, more universal point. Great work.

Second Place: Chicago Sun-Times Mark Brown Mark Brown Wonderfully written pieces
that tugged on a lot of emotions. Brown doesn’t over-write, which kept some other entries out of placing in this
category. More words are not necessarily better words. But Brown gets at the heart of the story, without skimp-
ing on detail and relevancy.

Third Place:  The State Journal-Register =~ Dave Bakke Dave Bakke =~ Wonderful stories from



poignancy to humor, universal theme to oddities. Bakke has a great style, approachable and insightful. Very well
done.
Honorable Mention: The Pantagraph Bill Flick Bill Flick Flick is a gifted writer,

and it’s easy to see how he relates to readers. Just missed top 3.

Class 14 Sports Column

Division B

First Place: = Lake County Journal Tim Froehlig Despite loss, boys basketball team motivated
Waukegan ~ Well written point of view columns. Especially liked lead in “Despite Loss” column. You were

there and witnessed and felt it - you could tell - better than just writing from talking to someone. Nice job.

Second Place: Wednesday Journal _ _

Third Place:  Ledger-Sentinel -

<« »

Honorable Mention: The Journal-News  Kyle Herschelman

Division D

First Place:  The Journal-Standard

Second Place: Daily Chronicle n-

<« »

Third Place:  Daily Chronicle

Honorable Mention: -

m

Division E

First Place: l-

Second Place: Well-



